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Overview
Responding Positively to Behaviors
The Path From Independence to Dependence
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Housekeeping
• I use the term “elderly parent or elderly 

parents.” Substitute this term with spouse, 
husband, wife, partner, grandparent, friend 
or the person for whom you provide care 

• The outline for this module is in the course 
materials for the program

• Print the slide handouts for each section so 
that you can make notes

• The ellipses . . . are purposeful to help you fill 
in the blanks about information we discuss
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Objectives of Responding Positively to Behaviors

• Summarize how a transition to 
becoming dependent on others 
for care can be frustrating

• Identify why the behaviors of 
dementia are frustrating for 
caregivers

• Illustrate why elders with dementia 
are placed in care communities
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Responding Positively to Behaviors

• Objective of the Path from 
Independence to Dependence
• Summarize the feelings of elderly 

parents transitioning to relying on 
others for care

• Identify with the sense of 
frustration that results

• Relate to the idea of having a 
diagnosis that will advance with 
no cure
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Memory Loss Frustrations
• You become dependent on 

someone else for all aspects of 
your daily existence

• How would you feel?
• All of a sudden you have 

someone totally dependent on 
you, how do you feel?
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As Memory Loss Progresses
• When memory loss is diagnosed 

an elderly parent may try to . . . of 
the diagnosis

• Individuals living alone are 
vulnerable until . . . 
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Memory Loss Fears
• People with memory loss worry 

about . . .  
• A cognitive diagnoses results in . . . 

by family members or other 
people

• Family caregivers fear the 
progression of memory loss 
accompanied by . . .  
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Creating a Safe Home Environment
• Combined with sensory 

changes that result from aging 
are potential safety hazards 
inside of a home

• Creating a safe environment is 
addressed thoroughly in the 
Caring Generation® Series of 
Family Caregiver Programs 
Called Warning Signs: Home 
Safety and ADLS Personal Care
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Using Visual Clues
• Visual clues are helpful for . . . as 

memory loss advances
• Posting a schedule near a 

calendar or telephone helps an 
elderly parent know . . . 

• Signs can be placed on the 
bathroom mirror with reminders to 
. . .
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Sensory Declines
• Decline in any one of the senses  . 

. .  have a negative effect on 
interpersonal interactions and 
communication

• Vision loss complicates 
communications and feelings of . 
..
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The Path from Independence to Dependence 
Summary

• Becoming dependent on another 
person is stressful no matter our 
age or situation in life

• Persons diagnosed with dementia 
do not have the opportunity to . . .

• The goal for caregivers is to 
support . . . and be . . . .  of fears of 
progression of memory loss
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